Mycobacterium marinum infection in gnotobiotic nu/nu mice pretreated with cyclophosphamide and silica.
Germfree nude mice (NMRJ-nu/nu) and germfree nu/+ mice were infected with Mycobacterium marinum in the footpad test. After pretreatment with 400 mg/kg cyclophosphamide, significantly higher amounts of M. marinum were reached in the footpad and in the liver. On the other hand, the yield of M. marinum could not be elevated by in vivo inhibition of macrophages with silica.